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ADVERTISEMENT... ; 7, 


The enſuing diſcourſe was addreſſed to the in: 
habitancs of Olney (without diſtinction of religious  _ 
rſuaſions)-from the pulpit of the Rev. Thos N 


Hil e 0 Paſtor of the Independent Congregation; 


place the Author had been engaged, previouſly _ 
Is the appointment of the Sub) to ſupply at the 


_— g a few ob- 
— 55 ave been ad- 
ded, it reſembles as nearly what was then delivered, 
as the recollection of a diſcourſe ſpoken EXFEMPOTE; =p 
andi at a v 0 5 
Iz be letter annexed, which was ſigned by by thirty | 
rincipal people, ſuffices to explain the mo- 


time when it was preached. 
ſervations of general import, 


ſhort notice, can admit. 


of the pr 


tives o r ente and affords a pleaſing ſpecimen 


of the great and general eſtimation in which the late l 
Mr. Com per was * 2 =. TORS... IN: 


| - ? Rev. Sir, 


85575 + NE 
We the underſigned 
of pr ent at the deliver 
te worthy and- high A. 
leave to offer you our thanks for the account you gav 


his very ſingular experience: an account which was not on! ke 
- - peculiarly intereſting to us (many of whom were perſonally 5 „ 
but to a. neighbourhood in general. 
- where he was ſo well known, and. univerſally beloved _ „ 


quainted with him), 


honoured. 


We have, moreover, to make known our moſt ſerious 2 e 
ou will have the” ER, 
- goodneſs not to refule, from a conſideration of the intereft which  - - © 
the public at large take in ho thing that relates to ſo emi» 
nent a Character; but more eſpecially from a view of the im 
Dcartos of ſuch a diſcourſe ”_ ay ; 


earneſt neſt* that you will conſent to the printin 
ſermon ps favour Ain we flatter ourſelves 


portant ſervice, which the pu 
under the divine bleſſing, render to che Church of CRONE! 


T0 the Rev. Samuel Greatheed, 
N ew Port- Pagnel. * 


8 Olney, 3 
c your diſcourſe at the death of our 
eſteemed neighbour Mr. Cowper, beg ON 
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7 addreſſed to the ewiſh nation, 
portion, and conſequently the fre 


0 - - oppoſition, of divine and human: counſels, 
5 | Pleaſed God to ſelect the family of Abraham to be 
5 5 the e ot revealed. will, until, that fu ; 
fl | be pub if ed. to all. nations. It. 
N inherited this, privilege. twelve, kun - - 8 
OE. cars, when Ifaiah propheſied to them. If WW? - 
. upon the powerful influence of 


ind, it wẽill not 


dete to the removal of 


6 8 p * , 
bo LY IS ; 3 45 . 
0 - . 3 | * n ; p 
x : 3 F. 1 | | 0 3 
CY "$ Ka * to ou? ; ; 
; „ e, . Feen enen _ NW n * * . * * 
mL : - 


” banefil SHR: For this nepoſs he OY 


- urges upon their attention the important truth * : 


| preſſed in the words that I have read to you; 
truth, which, although it may appear ſelf evident, « 1] 
been lamentably diſregarded by perſons of various 5 
. in every age of the worxe. 
1 with, at this time, ło impreſs upon your minds 
' a conſideration of the infinite ſuperiority of the 
1 and ways of God to ours on occaſion of 
the deceaſe of our late excellent neighbour and 
_ friend, Mr. .Cowper, who died at Eaſt: Dercham in 
- Norfolk; on the 25th. day of the preceding month, 
Extenſively as he is. ee and a ns on account _ 
K his poetical, compoſitions, it is in bis town and 
nei ghbourhood, where he ſpent nearly half his life, 
hr he was beſt known, and therefore moſt beloved; ; 
Having been honoured with his peculiar friendſhip, 
d being at this juncture called to preach to you in 
the abſence of your worthy 'Paſ tor, on Key 85 ſolemi 
ſubjeck can I fo properly addreſs you, as on an 
_ event Which is certainly more intereſting to us than 
to any other -worthipping aſſembly of "Chriſtians ? ? 
| You haye therefore ſignified your wiſh that I ſhould _ 
ak to you on this affecting ſubje&; and 1 have 


ws little doubt of your carneſt Attention, as T had of | 


wo crowded attendance. May the Father of lights, | 
3 every good and perfect gift, direct me 
to improve to your everlaſting. benefit, this 3 
22 and important occaſion! 1 need” your 
et interceſſion, as well as your. moſt extenſive 


._  - Eandour, in attempting to diſcuſs a ſubject which 
5 baffles my underſtanding while it engages my heart, 


© To ſee a perſon of moſt amiable manners, of very 


5 e RY you 'of END gy, piety, t or 


, 1 £5 


f 


| | Gratmott al: then term of mortal exifteries] in hopeleſs 1 
dejection, and often in inſupportable terrors, is hMMjtt  . |} 
only afflictive to humanity, but diſheartening and 
- alarming to the ſincere and experienced Chriſtian. 


ſociety, who diſpute the being, or the government 
df an eternal Power. We are not among thoſe 
who have never received, or who have rejected, te 

word of God, that unveils eternity, and proclaims b 


depraved creatures. We believe not _ chat It. 

_ God we live and move and have our bein 
that che father of our ſpirits. has imm 
do them; and works in us what is pleafing' in Elia 


and exemplified its ſanctifying effects. Yet deſtitue 

of hope, reſpecting this life and that which. was 2 .. = 
come, he might pate re be thought by others, as 
he deemed himſelf, of all men the moſt miſerable. = 


ways of God to man-? Shall I conduct you on ; Y . + 
the labyrinth, without a clue to guide you through _- - 38 
it? Or ſhall facts, the moſt: intereſting facts, _—_— 


|  Falſehood, alone, needs'to-ſhun the light. Wiſdoem 
Js joſtified of all her children... The: Lois , 

5 Aang with our deceaſed friend, could not be - 
unjuſt to him; and they cannot be unprofitable 9 


No more would I ſeruple to declare the Wos 
| conduct of God, than his whole counſel, fo far as C! 


= 15 * . *. / 15 7 . : 
. £ - } PF 
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We are not, brethren, of thoſe unhappy elaſſes of 5 


ſalvation. through the blood of Chriſt to guilty arid 5 . 7 3 


late acceſs ” el 


fight, both to will and to perform. Our dear de- 
parted friend poſſeſſed like precious faith. He fete. 


How \ſhall we in fuch an inſtance; vindicate = _ 


f 


ſuppreſſed, leſt they mould be abuſed?--By no means IE i 


us, if we humbly and feriouſly contemplate them 


can learn it. But who can find out the Almighty f 
0 perfection? N e the” ee _ 
| „„ 


1 


+ 5 


2 * FR 3 
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b nd may we. VL 5 
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- tholds forth! With this view, I purpoſe- to bla, 
ſſome remarks upon the infinite difference between 
God's thoughts and ways, and thoſe of man then 
to apply theſe obſervations to the Lord's dealings 
1 our deceaſed friend; and to cloſe with ſuch 
Practical i inſtructions as we may, ant eee 
ought to deduce from the ſubject. - rf x 

: Firſt, r the infinite rence 88 1 
dhoughts and ways of God, and thoſe of man. My 
. Shoughts are not your thoughts, faith the Lord 
ſor as the heavens are higher than the earth; ſo are 
my thoughts than your thoughts. By the heavens, 
1 the language of the old Teſtament, is uſually 
meant the whole creation 7 Es beyond this 
” nerraqueous tobe. The vaſt expanſe, containi 
not only the 1 55 chat enlightens our own and = 
planets, but -innumerable ſuns, on each of which it 
1s probable that ſome planetary : ſyſtem depend, 
. affords, when compared with the earth, a magnificent, 
yet a very imperſect illuſtration of the ſuperiority 
of God's thoughts to ours. It is the capacity of 
thought, the faculty of reaſon, that | raiſes. us, as 
human beings, to ſome reſemblance of God; but , 
© While the moſt exalted: of ſpiritual creatures remaing © 
at infinite diſtance below his Creator, qe. appear 


5 x 1 5 | 0 : . to. occupy. the loweſt place in rational and. immortal 


e. What can we conceive of the immenſe 
7 between the thoughts of our. firſt; parents 
before they were degraded by ſin, and the thoughts 
of Him who formed them 1 the duſt of 1 | 


_ earth: ! But to what a depth below. rf level, 20 


have we, as: rational ercatures, been plunged. by the 
corruption of our minds 1. Small is the portion 


* now * * pu enn that we can | 


"Wbtacn 


| _ve-ſee-aronnd us, or feel within us, is 
eomprehended by us. We live, and move, 


8 Ane « A) wy of ahe little a we acquire; can 
ve uſually retain in our memories! Sa that 


know not how. d of obſerving ene e 5 
one object at a tine, all others exiſt every moment 
unthought of by us. Futurity in this life, or in 
the -world to come, is wholly impenetrable to our 
_ perceptions. » On the contrary, He who in human 
nature Was "the ex prefs irnage of the inviſible God, 
knows all things. The paſt; the preſent, and the 
future, all that ever was, that is, and that ſhall be, 
at the ſame inſtant, is bare, and laid open, to the 
mind of God. If we conſider merely our rank in 
natural being, can it be otherwiſe, than that the 
judgements and purpoſes we form, ſhould: be in- 
23 beneath thoſe of God? Alas, that 'when xe. 
ceondeſcends to make known any 4 thar 
emanates from his eternal mind, we thould n 
to ſit in judgement on the revelation he vouchſaſes, 
nay even to cavil at, oppoſe, and reject his declarations! 
What have we to do, but humbly, and with reverence, 
to examine into rhe evidapce of divine revelation; 
to adore the grace that imparts to us the thoughts 
of God; make his precepts our invariable rule 7 
conduct, his promiſes our only ground of hope; and 
fumly to rely upon divine truth, in eaſes Where its 
c ſtency, or accompliſhment, exceeds the ftandand | 
af our weak and corrupt underſtandings? 
I be word of divine inſpiration aſſerts that 1. 
heart of man is deceitful above all things and 
deſperately wicked; that his thoughts are oniy evil, 
885 828 CNT OY 0 85855 OO — — 


415 2 


8 


n 


7 Is wth of God, nor can know them, becauſe they 
__ are ſpiritually diſcerned. Till the mind of man 

à renewed after the image of God in wiſdom'and 

| knowledge, it may be ſaid of all; as it was of the 


| of the Lord, neither underſtand they his count. "hy 
Happy is it for us, if we have become fools, chat 


ſphere our religious pere 
and however confuſed they may be on ſubjects of 


5 diſpute among religious people. Qur diſputes, 
indeed, ſeem, in many reſpects, to ariſe from our 


— e ee Ut he: n m 


enemies of Zion, © They know not the thoughts 


-we may be wiſe : if, convinced of our Sly: and! : 


ok _ guilt, we have received | Chriſt, as & of God made 


unto us wiſdom: and righteouſneſs ! be: Is 


| 7 7 :ruſteth in Him ſhall not be confounded. 


this foundation we are ſafe, to however narrow om 5 
eptions may be confined = 


orgetfulneſs, that the thoughts of God are not 


our thoughts, though they are clothed in our 
words. How | inadequate muſt be our liſping 


and ftammering : accents, to expreſs the eternal 


mind If when we would make brute animals 
underſtand us, we muſt | imitate their inſtinctive 


notes, and often aſſume appearances of irrational 
to inforce their obedience, how much more 


muſt the Holy Spirit ſtoop, when he ſpeaks aſter 


the manner of men! As the heavens are higher 


__ +then the earth, ſo are my N than . : 
thoughts, faith the Lord.. 


The infinite ſuperiority of the thoughts of God 0 


LE requires that ns ches ſhould not be our Ways. IT 5 

The conduct of one man differs from that of 5 

| mary his 

1 5 views, But feeble as the human 2 A ln hw 
vet tel, and blinded as ' the ORG are * the 


another in proportion to the 


< SN 


Sen of FO: our r ways . Hf 


from the ways of God, and are often in e 
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| bppoſition: to them. God gave his law to our firſti 3 


; Sr; but they liſtened to the tempter, and were 


| ſeducedinto'tranſgrefſion. God revealed a deliverery | 
and required faith in him as the future ſacrifice 


for” ſin: but man neglected, or groſsiy perverted . 3 


the appointed ſacrifices. From time to time, 


renewed to-individuals' the revelation-of his comes 
wb bur: n i 


mands, his promiſes, and his threatenir 
were deaf to warnings, and blind to exanip 


- they became wholly corrupted, and were 2 : 
by the Flood. From one family God raiſed a nation. 
to whom he gave written laws, and expreſs promiſes 
that the Meſſiah ſhould be manifeſted among them: 
but the conduct of the Jews: Was an almoſt uninters  -_ 

ruped courſe of provocation; and wherl the Meſſialy © 


came, they rejected and crucified him. The Dot 
of which they, proved themſelves fo unworthy, was 


then preached to mankind at large: but its preach® —=_ 

erxs were perſecuted; and no ſooner were its doctrines Po 
generally admitted, than they were ſhamefully cor 

rupted, and their holy rae almoſt wholly fru- 

ſtrated. The Lord raiſed up inſtruments for the 

_ © recovery of his revealed word from that oblivion int 


which it had been involved: by ſuperſtition; . 


bleſſed be God I we fill enjoy ſome happy me 


of the Reformation. Many run to and fro, and 
knowledge is increaſed. But alas! the contrariety of 


the ways of men to thoſe of God cannot be denied, 
while fo great a part of the habitable earth remains 
in heatheniſh idolatry, and ſo much of the reſt in 
| Mahometaniſm, Popery, and Ju daiſm; while a 
great * of? Nun wa have the: 1 riptu _ We 


I 


* 


moral 6 
hroſeſs to believe the Goſpel, bring forth fruits ill 

__ tawn, where the truth as it is in Chriſt, has for ſo 

many years been preached with purity. and zeal, to 

each of the three religious denominations; among 

pu; what awful proaſs rernain, that an infinite dif- 

| terence; a dreadful contraſt, ſubſiſts between the 


of God and the ways of mann 


f 


and phariſaical ; and while they. who hear and 


- to. call upon him while yet 


do lament, is the deficiency of your faith. Your 1 
woughts, and your ways, are, in a meaſure, brougit 
to reſemble thoſe; of God: but it is an, a very 


imperfect meaſure ; and hence your defires and 


_ ExpeRations often, claſh with the purpoſes of God: 
In ſuch caſes, learn from our text, your. duty; and 
aur privilege ;--- to ſubmit to the infinite widom 
af God; and to rejoice that He is leading you. 

Atainments by the beſt means. You. cannot be 
7 ſurpriſed that the thoughts of God are unſearchable, 
and his ways paſt finding out, if you conſider what 
1gNorant and weak creatures we are. It is not 57 


69 


1; remain ignorant, abandoned, or merefy 


$7; 


_— 


* 


4 


„ 1 . | 
But I truſt that I am addreſſing many, to whom 


unrighteous; but, rough the rieh and ſovereign 

grace of God, you have been enabled to forſake 

Jour ways and, thoughts, to ſeek the Lord while he 

- * Eould be found, 5 

near. Lou know it to be true, that the ways of 
"wiſdom are ways of pleaſantneſa, and, all her paths 
due peace. So far as you exerciſe faith in the goſpel 

A Chriſt, you are truly happy, in whatever ciroums | 
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Abeleſs regulated by an-unerring plan, that mul t 
and that ſhall be accompliſhed, in the moſt ſuitabl: 


manner. Remember = vaſt inferiority of your 


thoughts and ways to thoſe of God, when you are 
3 to ſpeculate upon the mode of the divine 


ubſiſtence, upon the firſt occaſion of evil, upon the 
fall of angels and of men, upon the myſteries includ. 
ed in the . of redemption by our Lord Jeſus 55 


Chriſt, and upon the inſcrutable connexion between 
God's decrees and operations, and our' own-choice, 


conduct, and final condition. . Complain not that 
the ſpirit of God has not more fully dwelt upon 


theſe ſubjects in his written word; when there is 
already recorded ſo much more than we are able to 


. or inconfittent. The whole is. 


comprehend, Let the fame rational ſubmiſſion be 


_ exerciſed with reſpect to the works of God, as to his 


word. While the creation e and trayails. to- 
gether, let us be refi gned. 


1 the moſt ae or extended. proſpects on earth, 


involve us in total darkneſs, let us ſtill © truſt in . 5 
the name of the Lord, and ſtay upon our God.” 


There are caſes in the ſpiritual experience of 


believers, that perplex the moſt. ſkilful caſuiſt; and 1 
1 a pprehend that the wiſeſt miniſter of Chriſt 


f the clouds that hang 


Aa aſcends the pulpit, without feeling the 


difficulty of adapting his inſtructions. to the various 


conditions of his hearers. It pleaſes God to deal 

- with ſome individual s, whoſe pg bong e 
tkely to 

wn, and attentively con- 


on account of their e rſonal eminence, is 
become extenſively kno 


ſidered. The final iſſue is certainly the beſt poſlible 
for themſelves; but their unuſual trials are, without 


"> * r for the Ke pos of many, This 
| . 55 e 


1 


A i he 


I. 


100 


: 5 3 rem 9 id be intimated. by the fingu : 
L gg np a by 


9 fiene, both a8 A demonſtration of the important 
truth contained j in the text, and as a JUrce of pro- 
Mable iffiruction | to ourlelyes. With this Bb» 
Ip oceed, N r * 3 


is chte in life; to the early part of his religious 
| 9 experience; to his long continuance in ſpiritual 


: - Wfirmity. | 


ſcenes of this life, apparently led to a kind of 
of noble affinity, and connected with F 0 


F | dy mental endowments. His openir 1 


: literature; and he enjoyed the beſt advantages f for im- 


Z killt, he poſſeſſed a moſt amiable temper; and h 
became not only the darling of his relations, bu! 


oF n e 


6 . : Thy 9 4 ; - : WF 
p o 8 : 


Lord toward our excellent ne! hbour , 1 
8 L us therefore” contemplate his Ex. 


4 ws 1 Secondly, 'To <p the br de chat Wa” 
„„ nt mace to the Lord's dealings with our departed 1 
friend. A hete eſe may be conſidered, with regard 1 F 


The entrance of Zur late friend u on the tranſient : 


eminence very different from that to "hich. he 5 
8 Aàttained. Born of antiable and reſpectable parents, 05 


great worldly influence, his advancement in tem- 
+ poral affluence and honour ſeemed to demand no 


nius diſcovered, however, a capacity for elegant 


provement in ſo pleafi ing a purſuit. With uncommon © 


beloved and admired by his aſſociates in Edd akion SH 
ſome of whom with inferior proſpects have fince is” » 
riſen to diſtinguiſſied, reputation, and even to the 
higheſt profeſional rank. But the towering hopes 
that were naturally built on ſo flattering” a ground, 
' were undermined at an early period. From child ; 
bes 8 255 which o our late len loſt a much loved þ 


' Giſtreſs} - and to oy 8 releaſe from affliction and 5 


F i, 
{> 
. 


7 


at the moſt celebrated public ſchool in the kit 15 


=; his eee were pe mes very Soo der, an ai 
greatly dejected. His natural and 8 
reſſion of mind, were increaſed to A molt: diſtreſſ- . 
we we by the turbulence of his elder comrades, 0 


| nd. when, at mature age, he was appointed: t | 0 4 
ucrative and honourable ſtation, in the Tu: he. : 
ſhrunk with the greateſt terror, from the appearance 


| which it required him to make before. the upper 


bouſe of parliament. Several affectin Circ 1 ener - 
Foncurred to increaſe the-agony of his mind, While, 
revolving, the conſequences of relinquiſhing the poſt, 
5 which he had been nominated ; ; and he withec for: 
madneſs, as the only apparent means by which. his 
perplexity and diſtreſs could he terminated. A def. 

beration, of which few among mankind can form * 
1ujtable conception, but which it may be hoped 
many will; regard with tender pity, drove him to- 


| attempt ſelf-murder; and the manner of his preſer- 


vation in life, or rather Of his reſtoration to it, indi- 

_ cated an unuſual interpoſition of the providence off 

' God. His friends no longer perſiſted in urging him 
0. retain his office. It was reſigned; and oh it; 

is flattering proſpects vaniſhed, and 98 connexions, : 


| ; - ith the Tong difſalved.. A 1 inſtance of the, 


A 


= in "the 8 to px 878 8 9 . was at. 


at time known ; but * my thoughts are not your, 


Lek neither are Four, WAH: my: Ways, faith the 


At this ap ful criſis appears to have. com 9 5 2 
1 ans ſerious' attention to the Ways o 
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Haying been educated in the knowledge of the lr 


-——_ _ Friptpres. and eſtranged from the fool-hardy 


6 unhappy youths to infidelity, he 
had conſtantly retained a reverence for the word of 


Sod. | His manners were in general decent and ami. 


able; and the courſe of pleaſure in which he indul- 


„ 7 | - ged himſelf being cuſtomary with perſons in fimilac 


- . circumſtances, he remained inſenſible of his ſtate as 


a finner in the fight of God, till he was brought to 


> 


. = 5 guilt of that action by which he hac 


nearly plunged, himſelf into endleſs perdition. His 


wind was then, for the firſt time, convinced of the 


evil of fin, as a tranſpreſſion of the law of God; and 
he was terrified by the apprehenſion that his late 


_ _ offence was unpardonable in it's nature. Inſtead of 


_ finding relief from reading, every book he opened, 
of whatever kind, ſeemed to him adapted to increaſe 
his diftreſs; which became ſo pungent as to deprive 


bim of his uſual reſt, and to render his broken 


' flumbers equally miſerable with his waking hours. 
© While in this ſtate, he was viſited by the late Rev. 
Martin Madan, who was related to him. By ex- 


N . plaining from the ſcriptures the doctrinę of original 


' fin, Mr. Madan convinced him that all m@nkind 


were on the ſame level with himſelf before Gd, 
the atonement and righteouſneſs of Chriſt were ſer 


forth to him as the remedy which his caſe required ; 
and the neceſſity. of faith in Chrift, in order to 
experience the bleſſings of this falvation, excited his 


ceearneſt defire for the attainment. His mind derived ., 
_ - preſent eaſe from theſe important truths, but ſtill _ 
+ inclined to the ſuppoſition that this faith was in his 
dyn power, The following day he again ſunk un- 


— 
71 


der the horrors of perdition ; and that diſtraction 
J 7 Ol DESO WIGS 647 T2 6 TUNG SaNIONS 


g L 7 3 : j Have 
N ” 


Which he wrote under theſe delightful imp 
5 will beſt deſcribe. the comfort. that he 60 0 W 


un 5 


5 a he had wust as a refuge from the fear ot 
man, now ſeized him amidſt his terrors of eternal 
judgement. A vein of ſelf-loathing ran . 

the whole of his inſanity; and bis faculties were {6 
completely deranged, that the attempt which he had 
lately deplored as an unpardonable tran ſgrefſion, 
no appeared to him an indiſpenſable work I piety. 

Hille therefore repeated his aſſault upon his own life. 

under the dreadful deluſion, that it was right to rid 

the earth of ſuch a ſinner; and that the- ſooner it 
was accompliſhed; his future miſery would-be the 


more tolerable. His purpoſe being again merciful- 


ly fruſtrated, he became at length familiar with de- 


pair, and ſuffered it to be alleviated by converſation 


with a pious and humane phyſician at St. Alban, 
under whoſe care he had happily been placed. Ile 
began to take ſome. pleaſure in ſharing. daily the 
Anti: worſhip which was laudably practiſed by , 
Pr. Cotton; and he found relief from his deſpair _ 
by reading in the ſcriptures, that“ God hath ſet 
1 Chriſt Jeſus tg, be a propitiation, through 
faith in his. blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for © 
| the remiſſion of ſins that are paſt through the. ; 
| bearance of God. Romans iii. 25. While medi- 
tating upon this | paſſage, he obtained a clear vier 
of the Goſpel, which was attended with unſpeakable 
Joy. His ſubſequent days were chiefly occupied 
With praiſe and prayer, and his heart overflowed 


with love to his crucified Redeemer. A mn, 


; 1 : ® * beſt thy 8 is, 0 God, 
x Wen e a © Katie wal 


— 
3 


„„ ” Hevicws the Kine of thy 1 e 


| = EY of 8 The day- {prin g from on high ! . LS wy 3 
"i" {-Thro' all the ſtorms that veil the ae, 9995 
And frown on earthly things, 5 7 © RE tg 5 . 
The Sun of Righteouſneſs he eyes, | „ 
Wirh healing in his Wings. 

„ | 167 Sink by that light, the human heart, 54 
2 5 A barren foil: no more, _ 1 15 1 91 
Sengqds the ſweet ſmell of grace e abroad, | WA 
95 7 Where ſerpents lurk'd before. 5 * 

The ſoul, a 2 province once 
| Of Satari's dark domain, B 
2 Feels a new empire form'd within, „%%% rote) d 
And ownsa heav'nly i CH | 
The glorious orb, whoſe golden beams | 
Ihe fruitful year controul, © 
Since firſt; obedient to thy Word, 1 
ele ſtarted JJ a ins 
. cheer'd the nations with the j Joys. 1 
His orient beams impart ; — 
. 1 Jeſus 1 tis thy light acne” 
| Can ſhine upon the heart. '? 


The firſt tranſports of his j oy, which Amon pre- h 


4, 


* 8 


* his neceſſary ſleep, having ſubſided, were 1 4 


followed by a ſweet ſerenity of ſpirit, whicl he was 
enabled to retain, notwithſtanding revivingſſtru gles 5 
of the corruptions with which fin has univerfally _ 
infected our nature. The comfort he 119 75 in | 
he profitable converſation of his beloved phyſician, 

. Induced him to-prolong his ſtay at St. Albany s for | 
twelvemonths after his recovery. Having determin- 
ed upon renouncing his profeſſion of the law, he 
retired, firſt to Honditigdon, and two or three years 


afterward to this place, in order to indulgg, amidſt - 


rural ſcenes, thoſe religious pleaſures and occupd- 

tions, which experience had taught him to value far 

Je all that the polite, or the buſy world, could 
ord. Another of his hymns expreſſes what he 


_ Felt . entering oh. his retirement. Ta 
| ED 4 Far | 
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8 + Far from the world, O . I fee 3 


1725 5 From ftrife and tumult far; „ ? 
„ From ſcenes where Satan wages ll ee 
Fo His moſt ſuccebful W.. I, 


. 255 5 . The calm retreat, the ſilent ſhade, 
5 375 ED 5 With pray'r and praiſe agree: 
e And ſeem, by thy ſweet bounty . 


WW © + | 1 Por ht who follow thant- 7 | '# mo 4 
Bm 6 5 5 if thy Spirit touch a ſoul, 1 9 
1 1 5 And grace her mean abe 5 
| 7” 4 ob. with What peace, and joy, FITS to, 1 
n 6 OP OM Shen with her God! þ 5 TE 
E | Ther like the nightingale, Me P 
* 1 Her ſolitary lays; W 4 


| Nor aſks a, witnels of her bons 

| Nor thirſts for human praiſe. Wh 15 
5 Author and guardian of my life, Fe 7 8 
| Sy)eet ſource of light divine, "Pq 
y | 98 And (all harmonious names in one) 
Ry | „ My SAVIOUR, thou art mine! | 5 
: What thanks I owe thee, and what tore JE 

Mt A boundleſs, endleſs ſtore, Se NEE. 
BY 1 Sball echo thro? the realms ng 1 0 

Theſe two o een of Gaia al 9 and i 2s 

4 proper to be recommended to your attention 
While deſcribing that period of his life in which 
[they were written ; although they are well known: 10 
moſt of you, being inſerted with fixty fix more, 
of Mr. Cowper's compoſition, among the hymne 
_ publiſhed by our venerable friend Mr. Newton, 
whoſe ee in the Goſpel are, and I truſt ever 
2 be moſt gratefully remembered by Jou. An 
1 5 bodbſervation in his preface to Mr. Cowper's poems, 
5 on the circumſtances which e the abode 
. of our deceaſed friend in this town, is too intereſting 2 
to yon to be omitted. By theſe. ſteps,” "ſays the, 
the good hand of God, unknown'to me, was provid- 
5 1 for me one of. the ag e ot my t 4 

l | 5 
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Thoſe of you who for carey 1 1 pa: 


Few ay 4 LEAF TONe: in CEL SA company TY almoſt P 

ſeven years, though we were ſeldom ſeven ſucceſſive 

: Wiking hours ſcparated, I always found new pleaſure. | 
A friend, who Was not only a S's, to myſelf, but 
2 blelfing zo the affectionate | Poor people, among 
whom I 1 lived. 5 


deſeribed the 


with which he ſoothed your diſtreſſcs, and the wiſ- 


dom with which he EAA needful advice. At 
your ſtated meetings for prayer (would there were 
ſuch in every pariſh?) you have heard him with 
benefit and delight, pour ich his heart before God 


in earneſt interceſſion, with a devotion equally fimple, 
- ſublime, and fervent, adapted to the unuſual com- 


bination of elevated genius, exquifite ſenfibility, and 


== piety, that diſtinguiſhed his mind. It was, 


believe, only on ſuch occaſions às theſe, that his 1 
_ conftitutional diffidence was felt by him as a burden, - 
during this happy portion of his * 1 have heard 
bim fay, that when he expected to take the lead in 


ee e Prayers, his mind was greatly agitated 
for ſome bours preceding. 


his trepidation wholly ſubſided as ſoon as he beg 


t ſpeak in prayer; and that timidity, which he in- 
Variably felt at every appearance before his fellow 


Erxeatures, gave place to an awful yet delightful con- 


| F jo ® üer of the preſence of his Saviour. 


His walk with God in private was — 
Ah the ſolemnity and fervour of his focial- 


ments. Like —_ e Daniel, and "oe = ropl 


* 


But he obſerve that 


4 


1 ſt have lived 
nn the fear of God, can teſtify the truth of the re- 
mark laſt quoted. Often have I hea 
. amiable condeſcenſion with which our deceaſed friend 
- liſtened to your religious converſe, the ſympathy 


Pray 
MF 


ET 


And gave thanks before his God,” Sn, . 5 
beſide the regular practice of domeſtic worſhip» 8 
His mind was ſtayed upon God; and for an un- 2 
uſual courſe of years, it was kept in perfect peace: 
The corrupt diſpoſitions which have ſo ſtrong 4a 


hold upon the human heart, appeared to be peculiarly  _ 
ſuppreſſed in him; and When in any degree felt. 
a der were lamented and reſiſted by him: His ln, 4 
moſtly written during this part of his. life, deſcribe — 
both the general tenor of his thoughts and their „ 
occaſional wanderings, with a force of expreſſion  - + 
dictated by the livelineſs of his feelings. While his 
attainments in the love of God were thus eminent 
you, my friends, can teſtify the exemplary love that 
he practiſed toward his neighbour. To a conduct _ 
vol of offence toward any individual, and market 
with peculiar kindneſs to all who feared Gag; was <= = 
added a beneficence fully proportioned to his ability, 2 
555 -and exerciſed with the greateſt NY and diſere- e 2 
ME LET 
"; The conſolation, which, after having 93 the i: 


ſeyereſt diſtreſs, he at that time derived from a liſe Gy =P 2 
of faith in the Son of God, who loved him and 9 
Save himſelf for him, he thus I in wc - MY 
affecting allegory. © - - 


6 I was a firicken deer, t 1 left the Wt 


I Long fince ; With many an arrow deep infixt, + 4 V 8 
OW = al. —_ panting ſide was charg'd, when hae SET. 
het 4. + 'Togeek a tranquil death in diſtant ſhades. > 2.0 
. 1 There was I found by one who had himſ elf — 
Hheen hurt by th' archers. In his fide he borez . 5 
{ And in his hands and feet, the cruel ſcars. I 
(With gentle force ſoliciting the darts b 2 
1 323 He drew them forth; and heal'd and-bade me * 1 „ 
2 ki”, 4 | 5 "The Tas. B. gz | 5 5 8 e ; 
t b : 8 | « WF 5 ; D 5 ö *'Thi 2 . 5 5 : 4 2 
t 2 EY. 
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SLE 4 18 . 3 
This teſtimony to the truth and Glidiry of * 
1 with God through dur Lord Tein "Chriſt, 
Which is the ne 15 e of them who are  Juſtified by 
faith, he publiſhed lo 
ment of the bleſſing. But who would not have 
- hoped to ſee his path, like that of the ſun, © ſhine 
more and more unto the perfect day” ? --- The 
degree and the duration of his Piaf comforts, 
had perhaps exceeded the uſual experience of pious 


_ people, and forme ſuſpenſion of them would not have 


ſeemed ſurpriſi ng but who could have expected 
nal extinction ? --- Without ſome 
groſs provocation of the Holy Spirit, ſo dreadful 
à privation of peace and hope could hardly have 
been imagined ; yet they WhO had the beſt capacity 
and advantages for judging in this caſe, remain t 
moſt ſtrenuous defenders, and warmeſt admirers of 
his univerſal deportment. Firmly as we are per- 
muaded, that mental happineſs, which far exceeds in 
value every outward comfort, deſcends from the 
*Father of our ſpirits, we cannot obſerve this ineſtima- 


hle bleſſing utterly withdrawn from ſuch a charac- 


ter as that Juſt deſcribed, without calling to mind 


the langu 7 e of the text; my thoughts are not 
ts, 


| your thou neither are 1 ways my We, faith | 
the Lord. WT 7 


Our departed has e ſome preſentimert 


of this ſad reverſe as it drew near; and during a 
ſolitary walk in the fields, he compoſed a hymn, 


which is ſo appropriate to our ſubject, and ſo expreſ- 
ſive of that faith and hope which he retained as 


long as he poſſeſſed himſelf, that although it is very 


familiarly known to you, I cannot e to intro- 
1 it in "This Place. | 


19 8 Goa 


ng after he had loſt all enjoy- 


* 


x 


ti * 3 
+06 ed moves in a myſterious way, e e ee 
; To His wonders to erform ; 3 . 
„ Plants his foorlis 
And rides upon the ſtorm... 5 
5 Deep in unfathomable mines 3% ᷣ b 
Of never- failing (kill, *** 
He treaſures up his bright deſigns, 6:21. 283 Þ N25 
And works his. ſov'reign will. e 8 
„„ fearful ſaints, freſh c. take, 
* The clouds ye ſo much on CN __ "Hy 
424 7-2 with mercy, and dell break | . 
5 In bleſsings on your head. by YOu 


_ not the Lord by, feeble OY at 


But truſt him for his grace; N 
Belind & frowning providence | 1 5 
He hides a Wiling Gees?! 3 Fot 3 
9 © His purpoſes will ripen faſt,” My 88 
„ 1 8 1 Unfol , oa 
e e bud may have a bitter taſte, 
But ſweet will be the flow'r. | 
Bund unbelief is ſure to err, 
N * And ſcan his work in vain; 1 TY 
- God is his own interpreter, 1 1 Fa 775 Y 
And he will make it plain,” ED 5 


* 


3 with like faith, let us cb he 
: er path that our deceaſed neighbour trod ſo 


long a time. Many have viſited it's gloomy entrance, 


13 5 and ſome have been a tedious while bewildered in it, 
i but none within my knowledge, has traced, as he 


Z did, it's whole extent, The ſteps, by \ which he 
deſcended to it, were ſudden, and awfully precipi- 
tous. The bright, yet ſerene luſtre, which had uſu- 


ally! marked the road that led him to the Lamb, -. | 
Was ſucceeded by impenetrable darkneſs. After the , So 
cleareſt. views of the love of God, and the ex pan. 1 


ſion, of heart which he had en Joyed in His ways; 


: ＋ mind became obſcured, colduled: and diſmays  - - 
on — as * wan ochers haye — 305 


eps in the fea. {et 
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The doctrines in which: he had been e | 
directly oppoſed ſuch a concluſion; and he remained ö 
ſtill equally convinced of their general truth: but 
he ſuppoſed himſelf to be the only perſon, that ever 

believed with the heart unto righteouſneſs, and was 

notwithſtanding excluded from ſalvation. In this 
| fate of mind, with a deplorable. conſiſtency, he 

. , ceafed not only from attendance upon public and 
- domeſtic worſhip, but likewiſe from every attempt 
at private prayer; apprehending, that for him to 
implore merey, would be op e the determinate 


. 


. ENF 10 ſenſible a change, and as "the pfalmiſt in 
his infirmity was tempted to do, that « the Lord 
had caft him off; that he would be favourable no 
more; that his mercy was clean gone for ever! That 
vivid imagination, which often attained the utmoſt _ 
limits of the ſphere of reaſon, did but too cafily 
tranſgreſs them; and his ſpirits, no longer ſuſtained 
upon the wihgs of faith and hope, ſunk with their 
weight of natural depreſſion, into the horrible abyſs 
pf abſolute deſpair. In this ſtate, his mind became 
immovably fixed He cheriſned an unalterable per- 


ſuaſion that the Lord, after having renewed him in 


holineſs, had doomed him to everlaſting perdition. „ 


bliſhed, 


counſel of God. Amidſt th adful temptations, 


ſuch was his unſhaken ſubmiſſion to what lle ima 
gined to be the divine pleaſure, that he was ac 


cuſtomed to ſay, © if holding up my finger would 


- fave me from endleſs torments, I would not do ir 
againſt the will of God. It was only at ſeaſans, 


* racked by the immediate expectation of being | 


In into everlaſting miſery, his mind became 
oy diftracted, that he ever uttered- a rebellious 
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kran ER Ines” an n 5PPT 8 Av 
"Ts fine; at ſelf. deſtruction were repeatedly renew= -- 
ed; but they were ſtimulated by a ſtrong impreſſion — 
that God had commanded him to perpetrate this 
act; and he even ſuppoſed that his involuntary fal- > 
ure in the performance had incurred the irrevocable | 

vengeance of the Almighty ! To this, and never to 
any other deficiency of obedience, haye I heard him 
aſcribe his imaginary excluſion from mercy. 

HFabituated to the fearful expectation of . 
ment, it became, as at the period formerly deſcribed, 
by degrees leſs inſupportable. He became acceſſ- 1 
ible to a few intimate friends in ſucceſſion, Woo 
laboured to divert his thoughts from the dreadful - , | 
object that engroſſed them, and to excite them ts 
ee on different ſubjects... Thus originated moſt 
of thqſe poems; which, when publiſhed, „„ 
and ſułpriſed both the literary and the religious 
world. The attempt was ſucceſsful in that Which 7 
intereſted him much more than poctieal fame, his 


os 


mind was led ſo far from the vortex of diftrels, 

as to indulge in playful eſſays; but theſe intervals 
were extremely tranſient. In general; his p 
are the evident dictates of that reverence for Gd. 
that eſteem for the Gofpel, and that bene volence to: r 
ward fellow: creatures, which characteriſed his fami- 
liar converſation. Sometimes his thoughts in W.. 
poſition glanced upon the ſubject he defigned"t» | * l 
avoid; and nothing can afford a more ſtriking pic. 
ture of himſelf, than ths COR e 0 > 
on retirement. | . „ 
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ens hanging idly down, hands claſp'd below, - 
dee $0 the marking eye diſtrels, = | 
' © Suth 6 its ſmptoms can alone_expreſs. 
That tongue is ſilent now; that ſilent tongue 
Dould argue once, could jeſt or join the long, 


LTH. n 4 # 3.8 + TL ; 2 : Y Pens in {2 8 
Could give advice, could cenſure or commend, 
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Sr charm the ſorrows of a drooping friend. —* 


__ »* » Renounc'd alike its office and its ſport. 
A.! s briſker and its graver ſtrains fall ſhorts ©, 
Both fail beneath a fever's ſecret Way, 
„ ke er brook, are palt a-. 
This is à fight for pity to-perule, > - 
Dill mne reſemble faintly what the views, 
Tui Hmpathy/ contraft a kindred pann 
+++, Fiere'd with the woes that ſhe laments in vain,” | 
The connexion of this paſſage is highly beautiful, 
but it is too large for quotation. | It cloſes with 
_ advice to the pitiable ſufferer (which, alas ! our 
deceaſed friend could not himſelf exemplify) to ſeek „ 
the favour of God, as the! only balm for a wounded || 
_ Fpirit. At times indeed, after more than twelve 
Fears of uninterrupted deſpair, ſome tranſtent changes 
f his mental ſenſations admitted a gleam of hope, 
of which he immediately availed himſelf for a renewal 
f intercourſe with God. He prayed in private as 
Hhbaſore his affliction, and even his flumbers were thus 
_ delightfully occupied. He has ſpoken of ſuch nights 
compared with thoſe he uſually endured, as paſſed 1 
don a bed of roſe- leaves inſtead of fiery. tortures, and 
-a8 a tranſition from hell to heaven. Theſe lucid 
imervals were unhappily ſo ſhort, that he never 
rreſumed his attendance on public worſhip. The 
moſt tolerable days that he ſpent in the cuſtomary x 
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Bratlually Jeſs AS Before dinner, be uſually 
walked two hours; a the air, the rural proſpects, 
and muſcular Sg contributed. to his further 
relief. If at dinner, and during che afternoon, he 


had the ons pany of an intimate friend or two, 


_ which, was frequently the caſe during the faſt ten 
ig el in this neighbourhood, their 
converſation ſeemed to afford the principal alleviation 
to his habitual burden. The evening was commonly 


: years thar h 


employed in reading aloud to ſome friend who reſided 


with him; for ſuch. was the care of God Over 


this amiable ſu fferer, that he never was left without 


ſome companion, whoſe heart the Lord. diſpoſed to 
1 Jrerifice every comfort for his preſervation and relief, 
ht approached, his gloom of mind 9 5 


But as 


I y iner ſed ; and when he went to his bed, it w 


not to reſt, but to be again harraſſed in fakes . 
with the terrifying images of a bewildered Ls POTS, 


neither reſtrained by the controul of reaſan, no 
diverted. by external objects. 


Of the general condition of his 1 ene the a t Y Fu 
ſeven years of his abode. in this vicinity, which cer- . 


tainly were the moſt tranquil that he paſſed in the 


latter part of his life, the beſt judgement may be | « 
formed from his own expreſſions, i in a poem written 
toward the cloſe of that interval. It was occaſioned 


by the unexpected acquiſition of a ſmall. portrait of 


his mother, whom. he had loſt more than half a cen- DE 


tury before, but had never ceaſed to remember with 
the warmeſt gratitude and the fondeſt affection. 

_ "Having deſcribed - hers. and his father's. | 
1 this life to a heavenly. world, under the fi- 
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| fi Aden and proſpects Preſented. . Hi L 


3 reverts. Fg de PF I: me 4 real 
language, to the diſtreſſing. contraſt which his. own 


But me, ſcarce hoping to attain that reſt, be. 
pl - byes from port withheld, always 8 
Me howling winds drive devious, tem eſttols'dh, | 2 ET 
Sails ript, ſeams op'ning wide, and compals loſt; on . = 
„ "Sud 10 by day, Bae current's thwatting force „ 0 
SBets me more diſtant from a proſp'rous courſe, +: \ 
But oh the thought, that-thou art fafe, and he 14 | 
That thought is joy, atrive what may to me-. {0 ns 


he principal pleaſure that our excellent neighbour 
red to be capable of receiving, was indeed tha 

"which he derived from the happineſs of others. In- 

Read of being provoked to diſcontent and envy by 


D contraſting their comforts with his own bare 


there evidently was not a benefit that he kngw to be 5 
enjoyed by others, which did not afford hin? ſenſihle 


Halisfaction, not a ſuffering they endured, that did 
not add to his pain. To the happineſs of them 
who were privileged with opportunities of fhewing 
their efteem for him, he was moſt tenderly alive. 
The advancement of the knowledge of Chriſk i in the 
world at large was always near his heart, and 


Whatever concerned the 8 welfare of mankind 
was intereſting to him, ſecluded as he was from the . 


3 and in common from religious ſociety. In 


e manner from his diſtant retreat, he viewed with 


painful ſenſations the progreſs of infidelity, and of 

min in every ſhape. His love to God, though un 

_ affifted by a hope of divine favour, was invariably ' 
manifeſted, by an abhorrence of every thing that C | 

thought diſhonourable to the Mot - high, and a . 


. in all that tended to His 3 


5 | . e . fondly 


remain under the continual care 1.75 an amiable 
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1 WE parent oe everdl ſuecelſhve | 
et 5, ould ar 185 ult in his F ory 6 to * 


yo” bis of rp gh 'ad ä 
Har ſte EE. 
4 = ans onl 0 but ev r . 
| ane 7 75 prove, not withſt⸗ ding the'root V 
bitterneſs ngen fill remained. Amidſt tter⸗ 5 
ing ex pectations, the Lord permitted ſore a efting „ 
everits 55 fevive his diſtreſs in all its force, and to 
| unge hir again into diſtraction and deſperation. Ss - 
e declined all mental or bodily "exertion, and 
rejected all attempts; at friendly confolarion; nay he 
_ conceived his thera friends to be transforche 
by rhe powers of darkneſs" into confpijators aga 
His Welfare. Expecting every hour to he big” Fs 
-out of endleſs torments; nothing ſhort of this boris TT 
pri "could attract his notice for an. inftant. OT 
Ne refute , 5 55 55 day, his neceſſary 1 1 — 
imminent dat peared of his ed Be partiite, „ 
: obs of: life, in f o Aral a ſtate of mind. But hie 
Lord, WHG had daflied the fiſing hopes of his rien 7 „ 
now mercifuliy difappointeck their! feats. Is 
Period of mortality was extended; and means 4 55 „ 
unexpectediy afforded! for his removal from "this. „ 
_ neighbourhood to a diſtant ſituation, where lie coud “lt 


young kinfman, who, with 4 tenderneſs beyond the 
edmmon limits 'of filial Affection, watched over the. 
precious remnant of his life.” Much of it elapſec 
uithout a robability of his reſtoration to the ſtats 
_ from IIS he had lat falle. His intellectual 
powers Were ſo much affected by this relapſe, that”. 
© Was hon capable of attending to FRE moſt trivial 
4 54 e e E & . 7755 2 2 3 
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5 8 1 ee non of of his only remaining compani- 5 
EE. on, were at length rendered fo far 5 ul, "that he 
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EO Which were aways, when 1 ured. a , conſiderable, 
„ though partial alleviation of his diſtreſs. Wes 
FS pauſe, and look back upon the long, 
. riod, during which he may be ſald to have 
i ” Tong 0 
| 
| 


L in A ED and to have ſeen no light.” 
=—_ Is it more aſtoniſhing, that the Lordy whom he had 
=. ſo emintntly known and loved and ſerved, and 
=... wor. honour he was ſo admirably qualified to 
5 ;romote, ſhould leave him to ſufferings fo peculiarly: 


vere or that, through ſuch an extent of time, 
He ſhould continually preſerve him, though de. 
ſtitute of hop. and of peace, from natural or violent 
EE: . diffolution. - To me, the moſt ſurpriſing. circum- 
1 ſtance is, that without encouragement to ſeek. for 
1 divine protection and help, he ſhould ſtill have been 1 
dem „n; and that, although he viewed the 
Ion in relation to himſelf, only as an implacable 
=_: judge, be yet retained a holy reverence for his name, 
= a, jealous regard for his lory, and an unlimited. 
mw ſubmiſſion to his will. In every view, while ve 
. contemplate this “ buſh that burned with fire, and, : 
_— +... . was not conſumed,” we cannot but acknow- 
| mW” ge, that the judgements of God are unſearch a le. 
i his ways paſt finding . 1 

: werbe ſingularity of the Lord's dealings wi our)" 
E . ER Ae neighbour, excited in the minds of all wha. 
8 knew his ſituation, an anxious ö « what wills % 
i _ the end Ld 2 be? 2 * — It Was A he 
8 Sonluded 
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n that ſome i important oh ec at ts 1 
b accompliſhed by. ſo, unu + a 1 5 0 ſuffering. 
Some of bis intimate connexions wn perſuaded, 
that he 52 be ful reſtored to health and. eee 
; 'of - mir „And woul, 
Toene 8 to © bind uf up the broken hearted, nal by 
11122 be de to 8 14 7 Hog had do 


| Thaw, man, were cp 1 e of his up- 
: 12 of heart 19 God, that in whateyer ſtate 
e might Cloſe his eyes on earthly ſcenes, 


SS-4 FT 4 SS 


bo 15 not 1 | 


hey, ee not doubt of his. entrance into glory, = 


| which 17 — th e Onl Sung of his hoj e, and 
1 hig deſire. . yh they could p23 with. _ 

. 75 Hoes of anxiety, look forward to the laſt 

8 8 1 of. be gs his adyancing age eyinced to be 
at hand. This iſſue of his whole warfare, has but 
3 y 9 7 decided ls 185 Fe FRONT: of 25 not 
ds yet publicly tranſpirt ompar end 
with hv; various 1 71 or fears ee 

| concerning it, we ſhall have additional occaſion to 
8 Thar « * the Lord's ways are not our our wayz, | 


its.“ 


ew. xalth, and his his ſtate of mind, appeared. to 
- W- be as much reſtored, as for an equal Ke: at any 
Hs period during his long. afflictions. Toward the 
inter, he Was « however attacke 
E2 by 


the laſt year, or two, of Nr. N EN, 
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BVeigbt of glory, 


| Happineſs that awaited im. Still he Te iſe 
"comforted. Oh ſpare me! ſpare me}. You know, 
_ You know it to be falſe was his pay reply; with 
the fame invincible deſpair, to Which h kad 10 lo N 
bDeen a Prey. 1 
te funk into a ſtate of a apparent infenfibility, which 
might have been miſtaken for a tranquil. Number, 


I; Remember them who have ſuffer adyerfity, 5 
being yourſelves alſo in the body.“ Ta them who 
God was mänifeſt in the Ren, by 


5 : believe that < | 
the Word, who was God, bein 1 flcth, the | 
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Fim with the proſpect, and to aſſure hin N 


"Early, on the twenty-fi 5 11 of Apri 
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Fiz that his eyes remained Ya her His br reach 
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5 1 8 bei his, NE 1 ö 
In reviewing fuch a diſplay of human MN 
s the life, of our admired 1 prefents t to us, let let 


is not cheriſh that ſtupid  infenfibility which ma. 


dern ſcepticiſm has ber” roo ſucceſsfully, mculcated, 


cane 


condition of Humanity : ee ighty 3 1 5 
and becomes peculiarly, whey tg The 4 _ | 


Jeſus Chriſt Hur glorious Highprieft, js rock 


: 5 with the feelj ing of our infirmities. Je was in all! »* | 
"he God and Father of dur Lord 


as we are, and afflicted in all ou 
afli ions, - 


Wo: Chih the Father of mercies Yo j E TY 
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peatedly endeavoured: o cheer l 
: we 54 
ed to be | 


Wo Was 9 Though, feeble ; And Ts * ny 5 
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* Hofhate remembrance , th infant F 1 . 
ented in th rol 11 93 5 „ 
dhe Lord's, geiemb pl. 
Her de ue oe reaſonably. Infer, 15 ihe 4 . 
and weariſome „Alflictions endut iy Sy ob : 5 155 VE 
Friend, would not: have 55 bermitted, fo 5 n 5 
| purpoſe of Gd. 
The ie 1 oughts are 910 tothole ' 
— man, as LE i hong c 00 good a f 


- while ours a ialled by {elfth and | Aartial views; | | 
but it is equally certain, 9 Judge of the whole 
earth will act juſtly to 1 Alvi gx _— 
will not in any intens like mankind! do evil 555 „ 
good may come. The Lord's conduct was do — 
eld juſt, and vuſtimately gracious,” "roward. 2 = — 
f afl ted "neighbour ;/ Pt when we 8 confider- it's 
Aingularity, and the excellence Let ceſebrit of the 
= Boe: dealt with, we y alſo | oper 1 
_ gonchude; that by chis difplay 55 11 Tovereigh ty, - = 
the Lord deſigned to I impart to üs ome neal 8 
Inſtruction, or to imptels mo well. 55 „ 
haugh _ - 


or 


_ our minds fom ome: important: truths; | of which 
i not ignorant, we have been, too. forgetful, UM: 
.N therefore, ſeeking for witdom onr bo PIE | 
—_ hiedly, To. contemplate the. ve 


1 dealings of God wirh our departed 8 
„ WW . ſource of profitable inſtruction ia Ky _ 
| four pretending to Tithoih the depfft of the riches of 
Bo | _ the wiſdom of God i in this Uncommon JIf | 
w Or. {oh 19 A e of wy we ſhall probabj 
2g ._ _ BROW : roeanu derive leyera 
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* ity and. affiction,: i declare, 75 his lips or by 
. the dealings of God with is Soul, may 


: N e 18. now ded, 
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ry uſeful leſſons, both to correct our judgen 


b diſcuffecl. That the _ 
Mr. Couper from a ſtate of in⸗ 


ps be accounted for, 155 we 1118 A 1 — 


Having learned, from What 1s. ie Dig ain to 


| ſubmit our ways and thoughts to thoſe of God, let 
1 non e 1 


efling, endeavour to bring our 
and condudt ta n better Tow 


"We. "may 5 in pres reſpects to 3 7 
is dgements more ſuitably to. the thoughts. of Cod. 


here is perhaps nothing in which the ;udgement 
of God: 9 75 5 4 


ſequences of gy. The mind of man revolts. againſt 
the calamities Which exiſt in the world as conſe- 


1 guences of original tranſgreſſion, againſt the doom 


of eyerlaſting miſery pronounced upon every impeni- 


tent offender,” and. againſt the neceſlity; of ſuch a 
: Ne as hy. of ox our. r Saviour F, Tos Chat, the 


Fd 


that of man appear to be more oppalite, 
than in what regards the demerit and dreadful con- 


8 


_defirable, w atever was nuch e Ate” natura inell⸗ 
1 promote their A eaſe, or advance their 
| whHldly intereſts, whether it be allowed of prohibited 
5 1 the law of God. But the Almighty has added * 
1 commands reſpecting our outward conduct. 
1 featthing precept, Thou ſhalt not cover? And 
bee has revealed his wrath againſt all kinds and 
5 . of impiety and in uſtice among men; requir- TE Td 
n pain of evetlaſtin; perdition, that wWe ſhould VV 
107 the Lord our God with all our heart, and ut. 
| neigfibouts as ourſelves. Hence the Scripture | 
concludes all ' mankind under Sin, and therefore 
. abſolutely in need of Salvation. It has always. eo 
been à common prejudice among men, to ſuppoſe „ 
tat individuals upon whom fignal calamities nave Coo 
ERS _ inflicted, muſt of courſe have been ſignal | 
| ſgreflors ; as if thoſe offences againſt God's Taw LED, 
whic are either le aggravated, or more cuſtomary, = 
vere too trivial to juſtify any conſiderable e 
puniſhment even in this world. Thus Job's 5 5 
0 panions regarded his peculiar ſufferings as a proof, 
that, however fair and eminent his out Ward charadte + PEST: 
had been, he muſt in ſecret have been a grievous | 
offender againſt God. But the Lord ſeverely re- 
proved them, and juſtified his ſervant Job from . 
their uncharitable ities. Our Lord Jeſus fully Þ$ 
_ determines this point, on occaſion of the remarkab 8: 
calamities in which ſome inhabitants of Jeruſalem, — 1 
and ſore Galileans who came thither to offen 
ſacrifices, were involved, at the time of his miniſtty,, 
' | <* Suppoſe ye, Haid he to his diſciples; '« that theſe 
I Galileans were finners above all the Galileans, Becauſe 
- F _ they fuffered ſuch things ? I tell you, nay; "of TT 
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ſpent in_unihtermitted, miſery on earth, would be 
empenſated. a thouſand, and ten thouſand times ten 


©. . thouſand, in beaten; yet without the {malleſt ap-, 
| proach. to a termination of its. enjoyments.. On the,. 
| other, hand, my friends, conſider What is the utmoſt. = 
extent of worldly pleaſures, riches or grandeur, that: 
| 755 be poſſeſſed for this ſhort life, compared with the 
Worm that never dieth, the fire that is never quench- 
e, the ſmoke of whoſe torment aſcendeth for ever? 
Oh, flee from the wrath fo come, and lay hold for 
hope on the refuge ſet before" you in the Goſpel ! 
It brings life and immortality to light, by the 
revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, as the author of eternal 
fal vation to all who put cheir truſt, in him. Chuſe 
as Moſes did, * rather to ſuffer affliction with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin 
_ tor a ſeaſon; eſteeming the reproach of Chriſt“ 
above the greateſt earthly riches, and HAR 
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_ and excellence as he did ; yet with all his natural, 
his acquired, his moral and fpiritual endowments, 
how hopeleſs, how comfortleſs was his condition 
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and growth in grace, upon the. conſtant; operation. 
of the Holy Spirit. S0 far as theſes grounds, of 
gependance 12 rejected or ſtighted, your, ways 
come op to o thoſe, 54 Gad, and therefore 
Fannot W pf. With humiliation before... God, 


ontentment "uber his, diſpenſations is:'cloſely-.canp 
_ hedted, Lou forget the evil of fin, or you have 


never e convinced of it, if you are murmuring 
againſt God, Whatever fituation you. are in. If 
_ tempted to tepine at poverty, bad health, unkindneſs 
Fd or injuries from others, and the Jowneſs or inſtability | 
9 8 of your ſpiritual comfort; reco!le& the late of our 


Ps 


fleſh 1 in 3 br e as . . N 


dęceaſed neighbour, and compare your, conduct. and N 


i your trials With "his, © Would any of vou excha 
+) pour affiictions for what Be fuffered or Relückant 
* <cxery-onc is to beat his own pecttiar Croſs, fe? 


rone to wiſh for that of another in its Redd; t 5 | 5 | 


al think that any of you; aſter tile detaff that 
n given of Mr, Cowper' 8 mileries, will pre. 
»: i ae et | he 65 


Wy II Ry that your trials are to he: 3 ad 
With his. If EY 


forſake the afftmbling:b 

God, that you have the capacity of obeying this 

| exhortation.. --- On every. groung, the con{ideratio! be 
of his ſtate calls you to thankfulneſs ; but above al Ry 

that you have any hope, however low and weak, of 

2 final deliverance, reſting upon that foundation which 


0 —— life truly ets and makes even it's trials | 
acceptable. It is that bleffing which may be retains 
ec, and will be found ſufficient, when all others take 


Lalue is probably never felt rill it is taken from ug 


| 2 0 85 ak, — for. he can, and none 0 well as he, 


5 45 5 35 


were, you wou Id not have yn 
Preſent on this occaſion. He never dared to LOT 


2a place of wotſhip. When invited to do fo, h e has 
. Had 1 the univerſe, 1 would give it, to ge 
with you; but I dare 'Y 
God. This Was evid "i deluſion and derange - 


t do it againſt the in 5 


ment. The ſeriptures exhort us, on no account 10 
of ourſelve es together. Bleſs | 
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The way to preſerve what you have, is to be thanks | 
ful. Every day; every hour of reaſon and 6f peace 
| every glimmering- ray of hope and comfort, 
enhanced in its value; by a ſerious reflection e 
the diſtreſſes hich our dear friend ſe long endured. 
Can you find relief from the ſorrows: of the day in 
_ granquil, repoſe: Be increaſingly thankful! from 22 
recollection of hat weariſome nights were appl. 
ed to him. Innumerable times: was he conſtrained 
do cry out, © Would God it were morning 1 


Never ſurely in the lips of a fellow creature; could | 


that exclamation be more appropriate, Bel 
and; ſee, if there de any ſorrow like un 
| Jorrow E . : . 1M er be: e 0 
But Amade ſo numerous a — 2 
aſſembled on the preſent oecaſion, I fear I am ade 
greſſing ſome whaſe caſe is preciſely the reverſe - 
Mr. Comper's.: He had reaſon to rejoice in 
ygh.; be. Mas deaf to the voice of conſolation. 
= Are there none of you who have'cauſe to 5 
Felix did, at the proſpect of eternal judgement, 
Aho yet ae hitherto been deaf to alarm 4 
Imonition; ? Vou can tranſact „ 


your comforts and amuſements, nay induige in 


linful practices and purſuits'; as if thete was neither 


heavenoncr. hell iss 36 theiword l God haiti. 


declared, that except you repent and be converted 


you muſt periſh for even Far better was it for uk 
'Jeceaſed neighbour, through ſo great tribulatiom tc 

enter into Glory, than for you, with ſtupidity and 

hardneſs of heart, to haſten every moment toward 


N 9 * by 1 you be W 


$342 


* 


1 


0 


— — 1! — ——— —§——— ES 


5 2 be - 1 8 8 
22 * e 0 I 2 »% * 3 
< b 4 CO Ms ec; 3 , 
F 5 2 3 - E 
7 : * „ 4 8 
5 „ x 
” "Ie... — 
8 * i - - 3 of © $429 Tm 2 P:; * 
- 7 4 * 
Fi * 1 
3 T * * 4 Ne 
7 } © 


7 1 


her a wide GEES derive _ every. oboe 4 


6 as hed n | : 


=, mere thought of damnation, was ſuch a terror to 
dis mind, what ſhould the actual approach of it be 
0 yours 2 As yet; the long ſuffering of has 


| been 3 extended to vou. May you OY 
Prove it to your Salvation; Teſt there be indeed 2 
nothing left for ans but a fearfol looking forof ũ - 
judgement, and fiery indignation, ale ſhaft 
L the adverſaries of God Tour privileges in 2 
mis. town are great. To whatever place of Wörfhipd a 
en ide aw-of Sach is preached to vou in ira | 
ſpirituality; the Goſpel of Chriſt in it's freedom 


| and porta of Grace. Your future miſery 'will 
de dreadfully aggravated by theſe 


nercies, if you 
rken not to the gracious eee erg with Tei 3 
prophet introduces the words of our Text 74 


- # Seek ye. the Lord while he may be found; "call | 
ye upon him while he is near. Let the wicked f 


ſake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts : and et him return unto the Lord, ant 
will have mercy upon him and eee God, 
* he will abundantly pardon.” © 0007 OO GG 
While every individual, in every, {Heuarion, 2 
ly called to gratitude and prai e by the ſubſek 
"ow us, it noJefs clearly points pat the necefſity . - 
of unceaane PRAYER.” The duty of thus ackfiows 
lodging the Lord in all our: ways; is eaſy to be de- 
monſtrated. The privilege of caſting all our care 
en Him who e for us, is ineſtimable. The 
methods in which dur Lord and his "diſciples +, 
inforce the univerſal and continua practice” or 5 
prayer, are various, numerous and ſtriking. 
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with che importance of perſeverance in prayer, +4 N 


a. ſerious obſervation of our late friend's experiences. 


bo Thoſe of you: who know what it is to pray with che 
ſpirit and with the underſtanding, neeti not to be 
informed of the difficulties that occur in fulfilling” 


dur Lord's injunction, © to pray always, and never 


to faint.” The delay of anſwers to your requeſts, 


the occaſional depreſſion of your minds, the violence 


and perplexity of your outward or inward diſtreſſesg 


du to the throne of Grace, you have indeed found 


mercy, concur to induce you at times to reſtraim 


of temptation, the prevalence of unbelief, the burden 


your inſenſibility toward inviſible: though eterna 
objects, and your, conviction of the paſt abuſe . 


prayer before. God. When diſtreſſes have forced. 


that acceſs to it which our atoning high prieſt has 
ↄpened with his own blood, an unfpeakable and 


invaluable relief: and when your affections have 


been ſtrongly impreſſed with ſpiritual and divine 
objects, prayer has been not only eaſy but deligheful! 
Frequently however, perhaps commonly, it has been 


the reverſe; and ſhame or deſpondency has led you! | 


at times to conclude, that it would be better ſor 
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you, or at leaſt; it could not be worſe; if you ceaſed _ 
to call upon God. How fatal to many, how pers - 
nicious to all, is ſuch a deluſion! How dreadfut . 


were its effects upon our lamemed friend I I cannor 


- apprehend, that it would have been poſſible for him 


and ta have died without” the reſtoration of f 
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to the end of life ? If not, Pray without 
Seaſing! Pray at the worſt of times 1 Surely it 
vill augment the joys of our departed friend in a 
Hate of Glory, to know that the example of hixpac - 
ö miſeries prompts you to perſeverance in prayer. 
DES Another leffon of the utmoſt poſſible impornnce, 
II do be deduced from this intereſting ſubject 
ARE ro THE. REVEALED wok OF: Gon, at 5 
Ted of bope and rule f conduct. This is the 
3 ſandard by Which alone we have to try our ſenti- 
ments, our feelings, and our actions; but alas, how 
Aaeſective is the uſe we make of this invaluable gift! 
WMWMba is there that does not diſcover a diſpoſition to 
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mach habits of opinion, experience, or practice, as 
+  "gannothe reconciled; to this unerring guide T4: Some 
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—_. . : "TX of pardon, and the work of the Eternal mw_= . 
ut as the ſouree of holineſs. While they ſubvert 
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of God. His courſe, now finiſhed, affords indeed 
zn important ſequel to the hiſtory. of Job, as i 
Fee that a believer may not only live, but 
alfo die ungler the preſſure of ſevere affliction. But 
both were juſtly liable. to ſuffer, as. partakers of the 
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Fut and depravity from which none of the race of 
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for our iniquities; the chaſtiſement of our peace 


was upon him, and with his ſtripes we are healed.” 


That we may © run with patience the courſe that 
is before us, of trial in affliction, let us look 
unto Jeſus the author and finiſher of faith, wha for 


To the joy that was ſet before him, endured the crols, 0 
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Finally, remember, amidſt the difficulties and 


diſtreſſes that we may be called either ourſelves to 


- ſuffer, or to ſee others endure, all is in the hand of 
Jeſus, 2s the Mediator between God and men, 


Who gave himſelf a ranſom for all.“ All power is 
committed to him, in heaven and on earth. Satan 


by haraſſing and tempting the diſciples of Chriſt; 
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advance the kingdom of our Redeemer. His ways 


and thoughts are above ours, certainly therefore 
above thoſe of our enemies, as the heavens are above 
the earth. Let it be our concern, to profit from 


the preſent meditation, by bringing our thoughts 


and our ways into a proper ſubjection and conform- 
ity to His. Let us © follow them who through 
faith and patience inherit the promiſes ; ”' and ere 


long we fhall join the heavenly . choir, ſinging, 


« Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God 
Almighty ! Juſt a true are thy Ov thou * 
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